
To: Kelvin Thomson 
Subject: RE: Letter to Heritage Victoria from Coburg Historical Society. 
  
Dear Mr Thomson, 

  

Thank you for your email of 5 April 2020 regarding the demolition of the Munro Street Signal Box. 

  

In July 2019 Heritage Victoria accepted two nominations to amend the heritage registration for the Upfield Railway Line 

Precinct. Parts of the Upfield Railway Line were included in the Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) in 1997 as an 

‘outstanding and complete surviving example of an integrated and functioning complex of nineteenth century railway 

infrastructure and technology within the metropolitan area’. Re-assessment of the place by Heritage Victoria resulted in 

a recommendation to clarify the extent of registration by adding land and removing land, updating the statement of 

significance and affirming the state significance of the place is its nineteenth century elements, adding permit policy and 

exemptions, and changing the name of the place to the Former Coburg Railway Line. 

  

While the registration was under assessment, an Interim Protection Order (IPO) was put over the whole of the line 

between Park Street and Bell Street. The permit to demolish the Munro Street Signal Box (P31530) was issued by 

Heritage Victoria while the IPO was in place. The permit was issued as the Munro Street Signal Box did not relate to the 

State level heritage significance of the former Coburg Railway Line. 

  

In November 2019 the Minister for Planning determined to amend the heritage registration consistent with Heritage 

Victoria’s recommendation. The result of this was that the nineteenth century elements of the Former Coburg Railway 

Line were included in the VHR, which is the register of places and objects of significance to the State of Victoria. The 

balance of the line and its features, including the Munro Street Signal Box, were not included in the VHR – however they 

are included in the heritage overlay of the local planning scheme for their local heritage significance. 

  

The amendment to the registration meant that the requirements of P31530 fell away as it applied to a building and land 

that was no longer within the jurisdiction of the Heritage Act 2017. 
  

Despite this, it is my understanding that some of the activities required under P31530 were undertaken by the Level 

Crossing Removal Project. The Incorporated Document 

(https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/schemes-and-amendments/browse-amendments?query=C178more&search_mode=i

d#Amendments--C178more) for the Bell and Moreland Level Crossing Removal Project requires the preparation of a 

photographic survey of the building prior to demolition, with a copy to be provided to the City of Moreland. My team 

has also engaged with the LXRP project team who are best placed to answer the balance of your questions. I would 

recommend you engage directly with them on further works they have undertaken which is consistent with the 

conditions of P31530. I would recommend you contact the Bell and Moreland LXRP team by emailing 

contact@levelcrossings.vic.gov.au and include “Bell and Moreland RE Munro Street Signal Box” in the subject line. 

  

If you have any further questions please contact Erin Williams, Manager - Major Projects and Statutory Support 

  

Regards 

  
Steven Avery 
Executive Director 
Heritage Victoria 
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