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The Executive Director 

Heritage Victoria 

PO Box 500 

Melbourne 8002 

  

  

Dear Mr Avery, 

  

Re the demolition of the Munro Street Coburg signal box in the former Coburg Railway Line Precinct 

  

I write to express Coburg Historical Society’s great disappointment that the Coburg Munro Street signal 

box was unexpectedly demolished on Saturday morning March 14th. We had believed the demolition of a 

locally significant heritage structure only occurred as a last resort. Furthermore it is our strong view that 

there were several options available to save it. 

  

Coburg Historical Society opposed the demolition of the Munro Street Coburg signal box because it had 

considerable heritage significance locally and was an important local landmark for Coburg residents. The 

box had stood in Coburg since 1928. Although it was assessed it to be of local significance only, the 

Historical Society was denied the opportunity to contest the heritage significance assessment at a 

Heritage Council appeal, by the Planning Minister’s call - in of the amendment, so this matter remains 

unresolved. 

  

The signal box could have been saved either  by its relocation to  a nearby site, but still within the Upfield 

Railway Line corridor, or through changes to the rail bridge plans to raise its height or changes to  the 

location of its supporting pylons. We believed it could have been adaptively reused for a range of 

community uses such as a meeting room and an historical interpretation centre 

  

We wish to ascertain the steps that were taken prior to the demolition. 

Condition 3 of Heritage Permit P31530 - Upfield Railway Line (now former Coburg Railway Line) Precinct - 

specified that an archival quality photographic survey was to be carried out of the signalling equipment 

before the demolition of the signal box. We wish to know whether this was done. The permit specified that 

copies were to be made available to Heritage Victoria and the Latrobe Picture Collection of the State 

Library Victoria. However,  the local community of the City of Moreland, and Coburg  in particular,  were 

more appreciative  and valued the heritage  signal box and its contents  (as indicated by the number of 

objectors to the heritage permit application) more than the general Victorian population but so far we 

have been  denied local access to the photographs.  What is the reason for this? 

  

https://coburghistoricalsociety.wordpress.com/


Despite Coburg Historical Society’s submission to the application for Heritage Permit P31530 opposing the 

demolition of the signal box and reference to our organisation being “engaged with” in the permit, no 

engagement with the Society took place.  No Coburg Historical Society members were ever invited to view 

the interior of the signal box so they could take their own photographs, even though we are represented 

on the Moreland Stakeholder Liaison Group of the LXRP and are easily contactable.  Therefore, if 

photographs are available, can the Moreland Libraries Coburg branch and the Coburg Historical Society be 

sent a copy of them? 

  

Condition 9 of Heritage Permit P31530 stated: 

“Prior to the commencement of any works approved by this permit the Applicant must undertake or 

commission historical research including engaging with the Coburg Historical Society to determine whether 

any of the signaling equipment in the Munro Street box was originally located in the Coburg Railway 

Station. A report detailing the research findings and making recommendations for the Munro Street Signal 

Box signaling equipment must be provided to the Executive Director, Heritage Victoria for review and 

approval. In the event that the historical research determines that the Munro Street Signal Box signaling 

equipment was relocated from the Coburg Railway Station, this shall be reinstalled as part of the historic 

interpretation of the place. The signaling equipment must be reinstalled in the Coburg Railway Station 

before the expiration of the permit. In the event that no evidence is discovered confirming the signaling 

equipment was  relocated from the Coburg Railway Station, the applicant must then identify a suitable 

repository or organization who will accept ownership of the equipment and arrange the transfer of the 

signaling equipment to the new owner, at the cost of the applicant , before the expiration of the permit.” 

  

We wish to enquire about the historical research to determine whether any of the signaling equipment in 

the Munro Street box was originally located in the Coburg Railway Station was ever completed. There was 

no official engagement by an historian or conservation architect with Coburg Historical Society. 

Was a report completed, and did it state there was no evidence confirming the signaling equipment was 

relocated from the Coburg Railway Station, and so it did not have to  be reinstalled in a signal corral next to 

Coburg Station building as an interpretation feature of the place? 

  

If it was decided that the signaling equipment did not come from the Coburg Railway Station, which 

suitable repository or organization accepted ownership of the equipment before the signal box was 

demolished? 

  

The Munro Street signal box was clearly of importance and had great potential benefit to the local 

community and we wanted it retained.   Coburg Historical Society values both state and local heritage 

significant structures.  Both kinds are in the Upfield (now former Coburg) Railway Line Heritage Precinct 

and we strongly believe all heritage structures within that precinct should have been retained. We are 

dismayed at what we see as the dramatic deterioration of the Victorian Government’s commitment to 

heritage protection in recent years, of which the cavalier demolition of old trees and the Munro Street 

Signal Box for the LXRA is just one example. We are also concerned that Heritage Victoria appears to be an 

ineffectual bystander at the scene of this carnage. Neither the process nor the outcome here has been 

good enough, and if we are to have any confidence that heritage protection in Victoria is being taken 

seriously, rather than paid mere lip service, your timely response to our questions would be very welcome. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

  

The Hon Kelvin Thomson, President 



5 April 2020. 


