
 

Making the most of our research collection 
 

Our collection specialises in the history of  

● Coburg,  
● Pascoe Vale and  
● Pascoe Vale South,  
● Fawkner, and  
● Merlynston. 

 

Some of our collection is stored digitally, but most of it is in hard copy. It 
is mostly made up of material donated by family members and other 
interested individuals and groups over a forty year period.  

There is also some original research prepared by volunteers, for 
example the family history material relating to our 2017 publication The 
old boys of Coburg State School go to war. 

 

Our collection includes 

 

● Images. Most of our images can be viewed on the Picture 
Victoria website http://www.pictures.libraries.vic.gov.au/ . We 
have a small but growing collection of recently acquired images 
on a range of topics that do not appear on the Picture Victoria 
website. 

● Maps, including a bound collection of MMBW maps. 
● Pamphlets and programs (organised by subject). 
● Sands and MacDougall Street Directories for Coburg (includes 

Pascoe Vale). 
● Land records (most importantly the Joe White Crown Portion 

Collection). 
● Building licence files from the 1940s and 1950s (to do with 

additions to properties, such as adding a garage, a fence, 
covering in a veranda and so on). 

● Books. We have a small collection of reference books. 

 

 

We have information files on 

 

People 

Streets 

Suburbs  

Estates 

Places 

Pentridge Prison  

Parks and Reserves 

Local businesses 

Historic houses 

Schools 

Churches 

Sporting clubs 

Social clubs 

Events 

and so much more … 

 

Other useful resources 

 

TROVE newspaper collection. https://trove.nla.gov.au/  

Victorian Birth, Death, Marriage indexes. 
https://online.justice.vic.gov.au/bdm/indexsearch.doj  

Coburg Rate Books. Coburg Library holds microfiche copies of the rate 
books from 1863 to 1976. If you know the name of the occupier or owner 
of a property, you can also access the Coburg Rate Books pre-1900 via 
Ancestry. (Ancestry Library Edition is available free to  

 

http://www.pictures.libraries.vic.gov.au/
https://trove.nla.gov.au/
https://online.justice.vic.gov.au/bdm/indexsearch.doj


 

Moreland City Libraries patrons but must be accessed on site at one of 
Moreland’s libraries.) 

Electoral rolls. Ancestry has digitised electoral rolls from 1903 until 1980. 
(Ancestry Library Edition is available free to Moreland City Libraries 
patrons but must be accessed on site at one of Moreland’s libraries.)  

Public Record Office of Victoria (PROV). https://www.prov.vic.gov.au/  

PROV’s online collection 
https://www.prov.vic.gov.au/explore-collection/online-collections 
includes shipping records and wills and probates. Victorian wills, 
probate papers and letters of administration up to 1925 can be read 
online. 

Greater Metropolitan Cemeteries Trust Deceased Search 
http://www.gmct.com.au/deceased-search.aspx This database lists all 
people buried or cremated at Fawkner and Coburg Cemeteries. 

Moreland City Libraries Local History Catalogue 
http://moreland.hosting.libero.com.au/libhist/WebOpac.cls There is some 
material available digitally here. For example old Coburg High School 
magazines and a collection of local images.  

Moreland City Libraries also has a comprehensive guide to 
undertaking local and family history in the area. 
http://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/moreland-libraries/services/local-history/
local-family-history.html  

 

A reference list of suggested reading covering the suburbs of Coburg, 
Brunswick, Pascoe Vale, Fawkner, Glenroy, Hadfield and  Oak Park can 
be found here: Book list of Moreland history publications 
https://coburghistoricalsociety.files.wordpress.com/2018/04/morelandhis
torypublications.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Researching your family history in Coburg ʑ 
 

Remember: When researching your family history, the cardinal rule is 
that you start with what you know and work backwards. Collect all the 
family stories, certificates, photographs and so on and make a written 
note of everything as you go. Don’t rely on your memory! 

 

Resources to help you in your research – at Coburg Historical Society 

● People information files 
● Sands and MacDougall Street Directories 
● Electoral rolls 
● Local businesses files  
● Historical houses files 

 

Other useful resources 

 

Victorian Birth, Death and Marriage Indexes (there are similar online 
indexes available in most states of Australia) 
https://online.justice.vic.gov.au/bdm/indexsearch.doj  

TROVE newspaper collection https://trove.nla.gov.au/ 

Images collections (Coburg Historical Society, Moreland Libraries, State 
Library of Victoria) 

Shipping records (PROV) 

Wills and probate (PROV) 
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Researching the history of your house ȋ 
 

When researching the history of your house, start with what you know 
and work backwards.Talk to your neighbours and collect stories about 
the street and the people who lived in it. Make copies of photographs 
and so on and make a written note of everything as you go.  

★ Move on to the Public Record Office of Victoria’s guide to 
researching a historic home. 
http://issuu.com/statearchivesvictoria/docs/historic_home_no_bl
eed_flipbook_v1.?e=11265066/12638683  

★ Read Laurie Burchell, Recognising house styles 1880s - 
1990s, City of Coburg, Coburg, 1991. (Available at CHS or Coburg 
Library) 

★ Estate subdivision maps (many available as a digital download 
from the State Library of Victoria website) 
https://www.slv.vic.gov.au/  

★ MMBW maps (also available as a digital download from the State 
Library of Victoria website) https://www.slv.vic.gov.au/  

★ Joe White Crown Portion collection 
★ Sands and MacDougall Street Directories 
★ Building licence files (1940s and 1950s) 
★ Streets information files 
★ Coburg rate books (Coburg Library or State Library of Victoria or 

online via Ancestry or original rate records at the Public Record 
Office of Victoria) 

★ Images collections (Coburg Historical Society, Moreland 
Libraries, State Library of Victoria) 

★ TROVE newspaper collection https://trove.nla.gov.au/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Before you visit. 

Be prepared - plan your visit. 

Email us first to find out if we have material relevant to your search. 

Tell us what you know already so we don’t spend time looking for 
material you already have. 

Organise a time to visit so we can prepare. (From February to 
November, we are open on Fridays from 12 until 2pm and on the first 
Sunday of each month from 2 until 4.30pm.) 

 

2.  On the day of your visit. 

Bring with you what you already know.  

Know what you want to find out. 

Bring your laptop or a USB if you wish to copy material stored digitally. 
Alternatively, if the file sizes are small enough, we can email them to 
you. 

 
3. After your visit. 

Consider donating data, images, objects to the Society that you think 
would be of interest to future researchers. 

 

Research visit costs. 

$10 for non-members. Free to members.  

Plus the cost of photocopying, printing or scanning (50 cents - $1 per A4 
page) 

The cost of high resolution TIFF file images is $15 per image, $50 for 
commercial use. 

How to pay for your research costs?  

You can pay in cash, write a cheque on the day, or pay by direct deposit 
into our bank account. BSB: 033 183. Account name: Coburg Historical 
Society Inc. Account number: 218117.  

Please make sure you include your name so we know who is paying χ 
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